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MAJOR DUTIES

Plans and performs work involving removal and installation of a variety of insulating materia1s on air ducts, heaters, generators, pumps, piping, evaporators, refrigeration units, and boilers.

-- Incumbent removes, repairs, encloses, and encapsulates asbestos insu1ation and other asbestos building products. Ensures that proper precautions are taken to reduce the possibility of releasing asbestos fibers into the environment during repair, removal, and encapsulation operations. Selects personal safety equipment and supplies to protect personal health and the health of others during asbestos abatement operations.  (50%)

-- Repairs damaged insulation and upgrades existing insulation for increased performance.   Work involves measuring, cutting, trimming, and fitting insulating materials on regular shaped surfaces of pipes, tanks, boilers, ducts, and other structures, which have predominantly straight runs or surfaces and regular curves.  (50%)

-- Performs other duties as assigned.

Incumbent is subject to shift rotation and emergency recall, as determined by the supervisor.

Skills and Knowledge:

The incumbent must be able to evaluate the installation areas, estimate and select the types and amounts of insulation required considering such factors as size, shape, temperature, accessibility, environment and physical appearance of equipment to be insulated.

The incumbent must be able to apply a working knowledge of the general purposes and properties of insulating plastics, fiberglass, and other materials, including the related handling techniques and the tools required installing them.  Must also be familiar with a variety of cleaning methods to prepare insulated objects for visual inspection.


The incumbent must be able to measure the dimensions of pipes, ducts, and other objects and cut, form, and install insulating material on items with flat, square, or cylindrical surfaces and regular curves.  Must be able to fill cracks and smooth rough spots with cement and trowel, and apply fiberglass cloth or other fabric to cover the insulation, using cement, needle and twine or copper wire to complete the installation.

Knowledge of procedures, regulations and methods governing the containment and/or removal of hazardous materials, i.e., asbestos, lead, raw sewage, etc.


Responsibility:
Receives clear-cut work orders and instructions from a supervisor or higher graded worker.  Applies predetermined methods, materials and installation techniques in accordance with clearly defined drawings, patterns, or templates, which are provided in work orders and instructions.  Work may be spot-checked during the progress of the assignment and a supervisor or higher graded worker is available for advice on unusual problems.  

Physical Effect:

Requires moderate physical exertion and prolonged standing and occasional crawling, bending, stooping, and reaching. The incumbent must sometimes work in cramped and awkward positions. Continuous movement of hands and arms is required during fitting and installation of materials.  The work also includes moving up and down ladders and the insulator must frequently lift, carry or otherwise handle tools and materials weighing 50 pounds or more.

Working Conditions:

Works in a variety of conditions including extreme heat, cold, noise, dampness, and dirt. Works from ladders, staging, and elevated platforms. Incumbent is subject to cuts, abrasions, burns, and bruises. The installation and removal of certain insulating materials, particularly asbestos, creates airborne dust particles which require wearing respiratory safety devices and other protective apparel which may be restrictive and uncomfortable.

